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Course Description and Purpose 
This class is designed to be an introduction to three of the subfields of Political Science; political theory, 
comparative politics and international relations.  After successfully completing this class, students should be able 
to understand the difference between comparative politics and international relations, as well as have a grasp of 
some of the guiding theories and ideologies in Political Science.  Students will be able to identify broad political 
ideologies and theories. Students will also be able to apply these theories to major domestic and international 
political parties and policies. Finally, students will be able to extrapolate and build critical arguments both for and 
against major political policies and theories.  
 
Contact 
I encourage you to contact me throughout the semester with any concerns or questions you might have. In 
addition to my office hours you may contact me by email with questions or to set up an appointment. During the 
week, I will try and respond to you within 24 hours and within 48 during weekend/holidays. I only respond to 
emails coming through the UTK email server and through Canvas. Please be aware that if you contact me via 
another avenue I will not respond.  
 
University/College/Departmental Curricular Objectives Met 
Political Science 102 fulfills a general education requirement for the Social Sciences and is a prerequisite that 
must be successfully completed before taking most upper-division courses in the major.  It is necessary to 
complete both Political Science 101 and 102 before declaring Political Science as your major. 
 
Program-Level Learning Objectives that the Course Supports 
Students will gain basic knowledge and understanding of political science and its subfields; comparative politics, 
with a focus on political ideology, power, and the political systems of major nations; international relations, with 
a brief introduction to international political economy, conflict, and IR theory; public policy, with a focus on 
policy issues that directly affect people's lives. 
 
Expectations and Policies 
Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with 
differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance and nationalities. Class 
rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address to 
by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I many 
make the appropriate changes to my records.  
 
This course involves participation in discussion and activities. We each have different experiences that influence 
our perspectives of the world. You may feel uncomfortable or disagree with certain ideas or opinions expressed 
by others or with certain topics in the class. I encourage you to share your ideas and perspectives with our class in 
professional, respectful and productive ways. You are encouraged to share your own views, and to disagree with 
me and other students using harassment free and courteous language.  The classroom should be a lively, 
interactive and comfortable place where information is shared, ideas are tested and issues debated. As a member 
of this community you should respect both students and the instructors, treating each with compassion and 
respect.  Each student is expected to have completed the reading assignments before the assigned class period, 



come to each class period prepared to actively participate and to adhere to the universities standards academically 
and civility. 
  
Disability Assistance and Classroom Accommodations 
I am committed to creating a course that is inclusive in its design. If you encounter barriers, please let me know 
immediately so that we can determine if there is a design adjustment that can be made or if an accommodation 
might be needed to overcome the limitations of the design. I am always happy to consider creative solutions as 
long as they do not compromise the intent of the assessment or learning activity. You are also welcome to contact 
the disability service office to begin a conversation or to establish accommodations for this or other courses. I 
welcome feedback that will assist me in improving the usability and experience of this course for all students.  
 
Any student who feels that they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact 
me privately to discuss your specific needs.  Requests for the use of the Testing Center must be made at least one 
week prior to the exam.  Please contact the Office of Disability Services at 865-974-6087 in 2227 Dunford Hall to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 
 
Required Textbook 
A., V. B., & Mash, K. M. (2007). A novel approach to politics: Introducing political science through 

media and popular culture. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  
 
Suggested  News Websites for Current Events 
United States:    www.nytimes.com,  www.cnn.com,  www.iht.com, www.wsj.com 
Australia:  www.theaustralian.news.com.au  (Sydney) 
Britain:   www.news.bbc.co.uk   (London) 
Canada:  www.theglobeandmail.com   (Toronto) 
China:   www.chinaview.cn   (Beijing) 
India:   www.hindustantimes.com   (New Delhi) 
Israel:   www.jpost.com    (Jerusalem) 
Japan:   www.asahi.com/English   (Tokyo) 
South Africa:  www.iol.co.za     (Johannesburg) 
United Arab Emirates: www.gulf-news.com   (Abu Dhabi) 
 
Grading 
Feedback is an important component of the learning process. With this in mind I will do my best to grade your 
assignments, quizzes and exams promptly. I will post your grades online. I will do my best to post grades for 
quizzes, assignments and exams within seven days. If you have questions about a grade, please see me, in person, 
during my office hours or by scheduling an appointment. I will not discuss grades via email. I will be available to 
discuss grades 24 hours after they are posted.  
 
Studying and Additional Help 
Throughout the course of the semester you will be expected to spend many hours outside of class reading and 
preparing for lectures and discussion. If you find that you are not achieving at a level with which you are 
comfortable or if you feel as though you are falling behind, please make time to come and discuss this with me or 
check out the Student Success Center.  The SSC has tutoring, coaching, and other success building tools that you 
might find helpful not just in this course but in throughout your academic career at UT.  
 
Graded Assignments and Course Requirements 
 
Participation (25%) 
Participation is a large part of success, and a big part of that is showing up prepared. Students should come to 
class prepared and ready to be active engaged learners. Each student is required to complete all assigned readings 
prior to the class period to which they are assigned. Keeping up with the assigned reading, attending class 
lectures, and participating actively in class discussion will ensure a good participation grade.  Conscientious 



students who regularly attend class rarely fail my course, but if attendance is poor you are unlikely to be able to 
pass the class. Each student is given 3 excused absences to use at their discretion. These absences can be used 
at any time and for any reason. Students are responsible for all material covered during their absence. For every 
class a student misses beyond those 3 their final participation grade will be lowered by 5 points. If a student 
misses more than 6 class periods (7 or more) they will receive a zero for their participation grade.   
 
That being said, if you are deathly ill or have just been informed of the death of a close relative, don’t come to 
class. Bring a copy of your medical paperwork (personal information crossed out) or the obituary of your departed 
loved one (with the dates you missed class written on the paperwork) and the absence will be excused.  Getting 
excuses turned in to me is your responsibility, and all excuses must be turned in by the last class period.   
  
Technology in Class 
Students are allowed to use laptops and tablets for the purpose of notetaking during class.  The use of technology 
(laptop, cell phone, and tablet) for another reason during class will result in a zero for class participation for that 
day.  
 
Weekly Reaction Papers (15%) 
In an effort to allow students to process, synthesize and reflect on the materials for each week students are 
required to write a weekly reaction paper. This paper should be one page double spaced using correct grammar 
and form. Each paper should be a reaction to the weekly assigned readings and the supplementary material. 
Students should use this assignment as a way to bring the weekly assignments together and demonstrate their 
completion of the required assignments. Weekly reaction papers are to be uploaded by 9:00 am on Fridays. 
Students are required to do 10 reaction papers and late papers will not be accepted.   
 
Midterm and Final  (20% each [40% total] — Sept 30 & Dec 5)  
The exam will cover information discussed in class during the first and second half of the semester respectively.  
Each exam will include multiple choice questions and an essay question. The exams will cover the material from 
class lectures, supplemental materials and the textbook. The exam will be passed out at 9:05 and 8:00 am 
respectively to give you a full class period to work on it. You are responsible for all material discussed in class 
and assigned in the readings. Make-up exam will not be given unless prearranged with the instructor or in cases of 
extreme emergency.  
  
Essay  (20% of your grade — November 7) 
Learning how to write well is a critical part of becoming a scholar. It is with this in mind that students will be 
required to complete an essay. This essay should demonstrate both their ability to synthesize the material from 
class and their own understanding and research on a topic.  Students will be given a prompt in class and more 
details about the essay including length, style and outline requirements on August 22. Students will be required to 
turn in an essay outline on October 10 and a paper copy of their essay on November 7.  Students will also upload 
a digital copy of their paper by 9:05 am on November 7.  
  
Extra Credit  (+0.66 point each, up to a maximum of two [+2.00pts] added to your Overall Grade) 
Since awareness of international culture and society is an important part of understanding and enjoying this class 
and being a scholar of international politics, you can benefit from attending university or community-sponsored 
international events.  These could include everything from academic lectures to foreign films and musical 
performances.  Appropriate events will be announced in class, and you should be able to fit one, two, or a 
maximum of three into your semester.  After attending the event you will need to write a 1.5-2 page description 
(double-spaced with 1” margins and 12pt Times New Roman font) of both what you saw and how it influenced 
your thinking about international culture/politics/society.  You may turn in extra credit immediately following the 
event or up until the final exam.  These extra-credit points will benefit your overall grade, but they will not 
substitute for a large number of class absences.  Plagiarism on your write-up or falsifying attendance at an extra 
credit event will be treated as an Honor Code violation and could result in your being placed on probation or 
kicked out of the University of Tennessee. 
 
 



My Grading Scale 
93.00-99.99         A  Grades will be posted online and are not rounded up. 
90.00-92.99 A-  It can be an Honor Code violation to divulge your scholarship status when  
87.00-89.99 B+  emailing a professor about final grades.  Don’t beg for a higher grade; accept what  
83.00-86.99 B  you get.  Unless you believe there has been a mathematical error, I generally don’t 
80.00-82.99 B-  respond to emails about grades.  The key to good grades is hard work, participation, 
77.00-79.99 C+  and taking advantage of office hours if you are struggling with the material. 
73.00-76.99 C   
70.00-72.99 C- 
67.00-69.99 D+ 
63.00-66.99 D 
60.00-62.99 D- 
 
 
Online and Communication of Announcements 
By checking the grades posted online you will be able to keep up-to-date on your progress in the class.  Grades 
will usually be posted online about 1-2 days before being handed back. You will be able to view your exams 
during class, but for security reasons you can’t keep your exams.  You will also be informed of class schedule 
changes online or email; pertinent announcements about assignment or room changes will be posted on online.  It 
is your responsibility to frequently monitor your UTK email account and look at the online site when informed of 
course changes.  
 
Notice on School-Sponsored Absences 
 If you miss class because of a school-sponsored academic or athletic event, your absence is considered excused if 
you give me prior notification.  However, all assignments are due in my box in the Political Science Department 
(10th floor of McClung Tower) before you depart or at the start of class on the date due. 
 
Policy on Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty 
As defined in Hilltopics, “plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of someone else without giving 
proper credit.”  I expect every student to live up to the UT Honor Code (as amended in 1995) and to document all 
papers using MLA, APSA, or APA parenthetical documentation styles. Don’t risk your college career in order to 
save yourself a few minutes. 
 
The Student’s Role in Improving Teaching and Learning through Course Assessment   
At UT, it is our collective responsibility to improve the state of teaching and learning. During the semester, you 
may be requested to assess aspects of this course either during class or at the completion of the class. You are 
encouraged to respond to these various forms of assessment as a means of continuing to improve the quality of the 
UT learning experience. 
 
University Civility Statement  
Civility is genuine respect and regard for others: politeness, consideration, tact, good manners, graciousness, 
cordiality, affability, amiability and courteousness. Civility enhances academic freedom and integrity, and is a 
prerequisite to the free exchange of ideas and knowledge in the learning community. Our community consists of 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, and campus visitors. Community members affect each other’s well-being and have 
a shared interest in creating and sustaining an environment where all community members and their points of 
view are valued and respected. Affirming the value of each member of the university community, the campus asks 
that all its members adhere to the principles of civility and community adopted by the campus: 
http://civility.utk.edu/. 
 
Alteration of this Syllabus  
     The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter and/or amend this syllabus, as necessary.  Students will be 
notified by email and/or Blackboard of any such revisions, alterations and/or amendments.   
 
 
Key Resources for Students 



• Political Science Department Website: http://web.utk.edu/~polisci/ 
• Academic Planning: http://www.utk.edu/advising 
• Arts and Sciences Advising Services: http://artsci.utk.edu/advising/ 
• Student Success Center: http://studentsuccess.utk.edu 
• Undergraduate  and Graduate Catalogs: http://catalog.utk.edu 
• Hilltopics: http://dos.utk.edu 
• Course Timetable: https://bannerssb.utk.edu/kbanpr/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched 
• Library: http://www.lib.utk.edu 
• Career Services: http://career.utk.edu 

 
 
 
 
 


